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Quartz is a very common mineral, with numerous shapes and
colors. For as long as people have enjoyed shiny things, quartz has
been used in jewelry and carvings. Different types of quartz
include: chalcedony (white, lightly colored), agate (multi-colored,
banded), onyx (agate with straight, consistent bands), jasper (red-
brown), aventurine (chalcedony with shimmering inclusions),
tiger’s eye (gold to red-brown), amethyst (purple), citrine (yellow
to orange), prasiolite (light green), rose (pink), smoky (brown to
gray), carnelian (red-orange), and others. The biggest difference in
forms is whether the mineral is macrocrystalline (showing
individual crystals), or microcrystalline (tiny crystals, visible under
magnification). Transparent varieties showing good crystal forms
such as amethyst or citrine would be macrocrystalline.

Quartz can be found as a component of many other rocks and
minerals — granites, sandstone, and schist, for example. Crystals
are generally six-sided, but commonly twin. It is a 7 on the Mohs
scale, with a white streak. The chemical formula for quartz is SiO- .
As the second most common mineral found on earth (the most
common being feldspar), quartz can be found world-wide.

It is piezoelectric — meaning it generates an electrical charge if
put under stress. It is used as an oscillator in radios, watches,
gauges, etc. Quartz sand is used to make glass, as well as a
sandblasting abrasive.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wikil/Quartz
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