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Amethyst

The chemical formula is: SIO2

WcenTRAL DAKOTA|
GEM & MINERAL SOCIETY |

Amethyst is a purple variant of quartz (yellow = citrine, green =
prasiolite), with its color coming from iron impurities. Its name
comes from the Greek “a” (not) and “methystos” (intoxicated),
stemming from the belief that the stone protected against
intoxication, it was also thought theat the stone would make a
person more clear-headed. Amethyst can be found world - wide,
With large deposits found in Brazil, South Korea, Austria, Russia
and numerous other countries. Before large deposits were
found, this stone used to be lumped with diamonds, rubies and
sapphires for its rarity and preciousness. With a hardness of 7
on the Mohs scale, it makes a good gemstone—fortunate, as it is
the birthstone for February. Cutting the stone properly can be
challenging. = The crystals do not often have a uniform
concentration of color, but vary in shades of purple and mauve.
These crystals are often found in geodes - some of which are
massive in size.
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