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Rocky Mountain Federation of Mineralogical Societies
and
American Federation of Mlneralogiecal Socletlies

AIMS: 1. To encourage the study of mineralogy and geclogy.
2, To foster fleld trips for collection of minerals, gems and fossils.
3. To improve the skills of its members in the arts of cutting, polishlng
and gem mounting.
4, To provide opportunity to exchange, purchase and exhiblt specimens and
other material.

MEETINGS: First Sunday of each month in the Hospltality Room, Capital Electric
Building on Highway 83, north of Bismarck; 7:30 P.M. from April through
October and 2:30 P.M. the rest of the year. VISITORS ARE ALWAYS WELCOME,

UES: $5.00 per family per year.
OFFICERS AND COMMITTEE CHAIRFPERSONS:

President Harold Brady 1401 Sunny Road Mandan 663-3904
Vice President Mary Peth Osborn 310 - 12th Ave. NW Mandan 663=-1056
Secretary Ted Oiese Route 1 Hew Salem B43-700%
Treasurer Carol Hickle Center 7ol-330 2
Fulletin Editors Genevieve L. &

Willlam A, Buresh 1527 N. 19th S5t. Bismarck 223-0611
Fublicity Blossomae (ampbell 1134 NW. 28th St. Bismarck  244-3658
Farliamentarian Genevieve L, Buresh 1527 N. 19th 8t. Bismarck  223-0611
Progran Stanley Fairaizl 205 - 6th Ave. NW  Mandan 663-9712
Librarian Fred Springer 1119 5. 9th 2t, Bismarck 255-4232
Field Trip Rodney Hickle Center 73342
Annual Show Farle Campbell & 1134 W, 2Bth 5t. Bismarck  255-7&55

Bob Randall 928 N. 1l6th 5t. Bismarck 233-1625
Pebble Pup Leader Pat Brady 1401 Sunny Road Mandan 663-3904
Historian Emma Brady 1401 Sunny Hoad Mandan 663-3904
Hospitality Fmma Fischer 501 8. 13th St. Bismarck  223-4362
Membershlp & Subscrip.John Dosch 2118 Marian Dr. Bismarck 255-1924
Federation Rep. Ida Mae Ramberg 1325 N. 15th St. Bismarck 223-6296
Refreshments Verna Giese Route 1 Hew Salem B473-7005

Subscription rates for non-members are $3.00 per year.

A11 members are encouraged to submit articles, ete., for publication auring the year.
A11 material for the bulletin should be received by the editor by the 10th of each
month. Advertizing in the bulletin by members will also be accepted.

Other editors may reprint articles from this bulletin. A credit line would be ap-
preclated.

North Dakota’s Annual

GEM AND MINERAL SHOW

Mandan Community Center
September 28 - 29, 1979
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VEXT FEETIVC: June 3, 1979, 7:30 p.m. (Beginners’ class, 6:30 pam. )

PROCRAIT: - Show and Tell--Brifig the goodies that you colleet during the Hemeial
" Day Fleld Trip. Display them at the neeting and teil others about them,
If you don't know what some of them are, this might be a good time to
get them ldentified. Those of you who are no- going to Custer, dust
off your favorite bragging rock and bring it ic the meeting to show to
others cilub members.

LUNCH COMMITTER: Harold Brady, Ted Glese, Rod Hickle, and Verl lHausehund
This meating has been proclelimed as "ladles” lay'--the day when the men
serve and the ladies eat. (Apparently it takes four men to do the work
that was formerly done by three ladies.--Ed. VAB)
R I R
PRESIDENT? S MES3ACE

Hl, BEveryouszi

e sure had a wonderful meeting even 1f our program peonle [silversmithing) didn't
show up, I Lelieve we had thes iargest number of gussts we've ever had. Lveryone
had a great time just talking and discussing rocks until late in the evening.

Qur program chairman, Stanley, tells me that we will have "Show and Tell®™ for our
next program. That means that all who attend the Hemorial Day fleld trip should
show what they found and tell all about it. Even those that don*t go, I°m sure,
have something they’d like to share with us, I've had some good luck lately
myself and I'm planning to bring what I°ve found.

Mow, also, is a good time to start gathering your trading stock for the Rapid City
show., Tt'l11l be here in a few short weeks--sooner than we think,

One last thing, don't forget about the beginners' class, which meets one hour
before the regular meetlng. .

See you all at the next meetingl H. 4. Brady

#o® ® oK ¥ N ¥

CALENDAR OF RVENTS .
May 26-27 Memorial Day Field Trip to the Black Hills (see page 2 for detalls)

June 3 Bismarck, ND--7:30 p.m., Regular lieeting, Central Dakota Gem & liineral
Society, Capital Flectric Bldg., Highimy 83 lVorth of City

June 8-10 Rapid City, SD-~ROCKY MOUNTAIN FEDERATION SHOU
July 12-15 Tampa, Florida--ANERICAN FEDERATION GEl & WINERLL SHOY

July 19-20 ‘'innipeg, Manitoba, fanada--10th International Gem & Mineral Show,
“innipeg Fock & Mineral Club

Aug. 11-12 Mitchell, SD--Corn Palace Rock Club Show
Sept, 8-9 Aberdeen, SD--South Dakota State Show, Lakota Glacler Rock Club
Sept. 14-16 17illiston, ND--iilliston Gem & Mineral Show

SEPT, 28-29 MANDAN, ND-~-NORTH DAKOTA'S FIFTH ANNUAL SHOW-=Central Dakota Gem &
Mineral Scclety
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MEMORTAL DAY FIELD TRIP, by Rod Hickle

e will have ourdnnual Black Hills Field
Trip on Memorial Day weekend, lMay 26-27,

Mr. Louls Stratton of Tagon Train Rock
Shop, Custer, 5D, will be our gulde both
daoys, .
He willl meet both days at 0:C0 a.m.,
Mountain th‘1pb1 Time, two niles weot
of Custer on Fighwey 15 at the end of
the four-laue hilgrvay,

On Saiurday, May 2éth, we 1l travel 14
nilas wesi cn Highway 16 to hunt far
Teepee Canyon agates:

Mr. Stratton said thore are many rocks

and mirerals to be found in ihie Blaclk
d4ills, so we should let him know what
materials we are intevested 1in,

The guride fee will be 525,00 for the
sgth A paople and 51,50 for esch
addttifcnal person each day. Tha fee
w_ll be shared by all who pariicipate
in ‘the field trip.

There are several campgrounds and motels
in the arca so we should have no trouble
firding 2 plage to sluy, :

Get your humtlng and camping equipment -
together and we will s=22 you i the
Black. Hills.,

WA

AT THE LAST MEETTNG--April 6

Trirty-thros merbers, one junisr, and cne
child attendec the last meesting. The
Tollowing guests were also presont:

C1iff Mitschite, Steele; lMr. & [rs. Haoold
Fichelson, Ivle IMundell, Mr. & IMes, Hazrk
Searff, and Mr, & Mrs. Calvin Henry, all
of blsmarck; Alvin Campbell, Elging and
Mr. & l'rs. James Swanick, Mandan.

Thoir Chalrman Fsrle Cumpbell distributed
show flyers and asked members to post
them at rork shous and other ceitiers of
interest as they travel this surmer. He
reported that the thems for this year's
show will be "A Rockhound's Dream" and
urged all members to prepare at least

one eminibit and possibly twoe or three,

this
MeClushy Canal

Gen tird  Ti11 Duresh

Clty,sp,

Fod Hickle, Field Trip Chairman, reported
on the Memorial Day field trip. Louis
Stratton, Custer, 5D, will be the guide
for both Faturday and Sundsy. His ser-
vices will be shared with the Dickinseon

elub, Fur*hei details for directrons
zre inciadsd in the field trip story in
|*suﬂ

R dg also vl“““ T3 a *im d tvip to the
in June amd anothosr jaunt

to the Uamnontall Hiver, perasps in Aug.

were elected dele-
acky Vovntein Mscevation
Convention and ow-to be heid in kapid
cn Juna 8-1i0, Earle and
Bloszomse Campbell ‘werz eleriszs =s
alternates,.

gates to the ¥

Carol Hickle won the door prize, a min-
eral specimen donated by Blocsomae
Campbell, : - -

Serving lunch followlng the neceting were
Katherine Maggli, Dan Meth, anrd Norman ..
Little,

I TR BT
oA

FIELD. TEIEL—ﬁPTil 29

MHne carlozds of nﬂmhers and several
giests braved the chilly wind and ven-
tured on o ficld trip to a glacial
moraine sguth of New Salem on. Sunday
mooming, Apcll 29, (Scme members won-
dared 1f the breceres wers H+111 coming
off a hidden glacier!) .

There were many crocuses hlooming on the
north slopeés of -the hills but not much:
in the way of collectibles. BSome of the.
newer membcrs were pleased to find
Spcoimens’ nf Faldspar and hornblende,
While absorting the sun and resting on
the south siopes of a hill, one group
enjoycd yarns by Ken Ness about callactn
ing emeralds in North Carolina,

The partlclpantﬁ wish to thank Rod Hickie,

- Pield Trip Chairman, for srrangine this
first field trip for 1979.

1t was gﬂn&
to get out after a leong winter, .
-=hy B*ll Buresh
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WELCOME, NEY MEMBERS

S0JOURN IN TEXAS, by Gen Buresh

These five visitors present at the last In a brief escape from late "winter"

meeting have jolned the club: weather, Bill and I left Bismarck on
April 3 for an ornithological meeting in
A 1 1zl N
L;Iinﬁgzgzgf léug ﬁ.nézng 22533 Omaha, Meb, Ve also participated in two
s ﬁﬂ Tele Ejﬁ-giéﬂ field trips there at Lake lManawa and at
: . : Fontanelle Forest, both along the Mis-
Cliff MNitschke, Box 192, Steele, ND
581,82 _ Tele, 4752495 souri River in or near Omaha. On April
James/Orma Swanick, 307 - 1hth Ave, IV, B we headed south on a tour of bird
Vandan. MD Tele., 663-9778 refuges, beaches, and state parks in
A st Texas, Particularly interesting was
Al=zo please add to your roster the the drive along the Gulf Coast from Gil-
names of these 1979 members: christ to Brownsville, and up the Rio

Grande to laredo (with temperatures
often up to the high 80's), Fortunately
we missed the tornado at Vichita Falls,

George/Betty Robinson, P.0. Box 1662,
Bismarck, MD Tele. 255-3030

#a A two hail storms, and an 83-inch rainfall
at Edinburg.
THIS~N~THAT From Laredo we drove home on Highway #83,

- except for a short scenic loop through
Club member Al Hartl has been named as the beautiful Texas "Hill Country.,"

Campaign Chairman of the 1979 United Imagine our surprise to find snowbanks
Vay fund drive in Bismarck, According in shelterbelts, ravines, and roadsides,
to an artlcle in a recent Bismarck and lce on the ponds, when we returned
Tribune. on April 25, with the temperature in the

e mid-40's, as when we left!
Charter Member Ida Mae Ramberg has been
elected as president of the Bismarck-
Mandan Retired Teachers' Association.
She was lnstalled to that position at
thelr regular meeting on May 15, accord-
ing to a Bismarck Tribune article,

Except for hunting shells on several
beaches, hiking a few gravel bars, and
visiting friends in Pharr, TX, this trip
was devoted to our other hobby--birding.
The many miles of hiking and the sunny
days along the coast have put us in the
mood for some good rock hunts,

+ 4+ o+ O+ g oa o

The Fairaizls, Earle Campbells, and AFNS PRESTDENT DIES: REP i e
Bureshes are planning to have exhibits HES i LACENEN IED

at the Rocky Mountaln Federation Show AFMS Presldent Ellis Courter died on

in Rapid City, SD, in June. March 21 in Michigan from complications
of a heart attack suffered on the way to
+ + 4+ + + the national show in Calif, last summer,

Barle and Blossomae Campbell will spend Ef&wggzr;:ﬁES:iiggfvzﬁdtzﬁeﬂgffﬁi;:g
JHeLE annia: yscation Ty $ﬂzticlpating lMineralogical Society for many years.
in Central Dakota's Memorial Day field

trlp in the Black Hills. From there Ir., Ellwcod T. Rees, AFNS Executive Vice
they will proceed to Kansas to visit President, has assumed the duty of Acting
relatives, And on their way back they President of the Federation, Dr. Rees
will attend the Federation Show in lives in Twin Falls, Idaho.--Inf, from
Rapld City. This sounds like a well- AFMS Jewsletter, May 1979,

plamnned trip for conservation of both
time and gasoaline,

W K K ¥ K K R
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FERORRATION SHOW AT HAPID CITY
by Gen Buresh

This year's Rocky lountain Federation
Zhow is probably as close as it will ever
get unless MNorth Takota's "blue laws"

are amnended, If you have never been to

a IFPederation Show, because of distance
or fur any other reason, here is an op-
purtunity of a 1ifetine,

Many activities have been planned to

Itaep visitors busy thrwe days or more,
including field trips before and after
theshow, demonstrations, programs, swap
tables, sllent auctions, and door

prizes! Thess are in addition to the

main eveni=--the show its<1f, with competi-
tive, non-competitive, and speclal
exhivite! Thatever your interests
the lapldary Tield, you're sure to find
exhibits and programs that will be hoth
gducational and inspirational for you,
Try not to mliss the tour of the Museum
of the Zouth Dakota School of lMines.

in

This 1s our Federation. Uhy not take an

active part in it7

THAT? Rocky Mountain Federation
1979 Gem & lidneral Show

YHERE? Fushmore FPlaza Civic Center,
Fepid City, South Dekota

VHEN? June 8-9-10, 1979 '

FoR ¥ OH E N W

IDA MAE HOWELL DIES:

e were saddenszd to read of Lhe recent
death of Ida oy Howell, an exchanse
editor whe attended cur 1978 show last
October with her husband, Jim, who at
that time was president. of the Rocky
lountain Federatisn. ITda May was
editor of 2 Tri-State Dulletin for
clubs in Three astates. The Hnwells
lived in Cuymon, Oklahoma.,

EEE S R DR

THANK YOU to RBlossomae Campbell for the
fine job she did in publishing the
"Diggints" in April., It was one of the
Flrat iiems read from the mail bag when
we returned from our trip, LD3,

- = =

THOUGHT FOR _THE MONTH

In these days of frustration, we may be-
come so lmmobile with the thought of the
magnitue of others' needs that we feel
extrensly inadenuate. So much to do and
so little time. Try this prescriptlon.

One seed at a time and the garden grows

One diop &t a time and the rivar flows

Cne word at a t'rz snd the beok is reod

One stroike at a fime and the peint is
sproad

One chip at a time and the statue's
unvellad

One step at a time and the mountain is
acaled

Ons thing at a time and that done well

Iz the only sure way to succeed and
excel--

You can writs, vou can paint, you ecan
sculpt or climb--

You can do it by taking one step at a

UIMes__ 1y Lueille Boeskin, CRYSTAL
CLUSTER via S.I.E.S. CIUB NEUS

WOk % * F
"DON'TS" FOR ROCKHOUNDERS

Ton't stand under trees during a thunder-
storm.
Ton't wander too’ far away from the car
oT Camp.
Don't step without looking--
(a) You may sprain an ankle by
atepping in holes

(b} You may step on a Enake.
Ton't hunt alone, _ LAKITANMD GENS CHIFS
faND BlITS '

o A W W

INFLATION IS BRINGING true democracy.
For the first time in history, luxuries
and necessitiecs are selling for the

same price,
. R I A

#;-!#fﬂ‘#r“# e A A T A P

i# T it it
. UANTEDLEL i
it #
# TYPIS TS Volunteers to help #
# address labels for show packets., #
# If you -cen help-with this project, #
# call Eob Randall. MO, -
S A
p 223-1625 y

A R AR S A e R s R R 7 ,r’
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SI-TG” ”111_11'13 by Bill Baueesh,
192L Mot Arhlpit Chedssan

It is isies than you thini -as Far as the annuzl show Js concerned.,

I was not etlo to attend the last regular elub mee'ins, but the r-+oa that I re-
celv=d (bl “he meeting indicate thav the Thow Maizoan uvied cver e noan to
o+

have an axt foit for the 197% show, L wish &0 ropeat iz vagiog. f .atenn forms
for space sur exhibitors will be available xor you o Ti.ll oult &t h( Ju .2 reeting.

Printed belcw is a portion of an article appearing in tho Hay, 197 Amevican
Federat®on lowglsiter, These suggestlons are appropriate for exhititing at any
show, nailori=l, atats, or local.

THiS 75 SHOY SIEASIW,
By dcrbars Goms, ﬁ?HS Secretary

All over itha country society members are preparing for shows--loeal,
federation and national, ‘e all know displays are hecessary for suc-
cessul shows, vut many of us "Let Joe do it." Do you waat your hobby

to contlime and grow? Are you doing your part? IS jou de nas want to

go into competition you can enter the lacal, foderatiom, or atlonal show
with a nen-corpetitive case. I would 1liTe %o shars wich you up article

I feel sacuid be wead aind followed by all members. Lo s 1ot ttea by
George "Williams and appeared in the Hy Crader o urze pecple wo show at
Coos Buy, Oregon show: thare Your Hobby--3now Your Coliention,

'hy Do Ye Display? For thz Pleasure It Briigs

1, Tt's satisfying to see our colles:tion attractively set up in a

display. e can rightly be proud of whet we show.

2y ' There 1s much joy and reward in sharing our zoliection with others

who have similar intcrests.

It's exelting to be an important part of a group project.

After working diligently at our hobby we descrve a Little praise

and we can get this only by sharing.

+ Dlsplaying in a show sets up opportunities to meet cther peonle
who have found pleasure in the same inieicstis as ycu., Hany life-
long friendships can be started in this way.

6. Sometimes we get a 1little stale at what we do. Preparing for a

show brings new inspiration and rejuvenates your interests,

n

Because It's An Fducatiocnal Experience

1. Arranging a display makes you more critical of your material and
challenges you to improve your quality,

2. Planning a display arcund a theme requires some study and you end
up with a greater knowledge of your collection,

3. After fussing over your own display you will look more critically
at other exhibiis allowing you to profit from others' techniques.

The Fun of Won-Competitive Display

1. Here you have free reign to follow through any idea you have for an
exhibit without any concern for fitting it into the limitations of rules.

2. Any Federation show is obligated to accept an exhibit in the non-competi-
tive sectlion unless dimensions of the display make 1t impractical.

3+ Try standing beside your exhiblt for a time. Be ready to greet strangers
as they show an interest in what you have done. You'll exchange some
good informatlon and meet some great people. + +

The above very well says: Enter your display in the next possible show!. . .
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TTACOIUMITE-~THE ROCK THAT EEWDS
tg Gen and Bill Buresh®

Ttacolumite (it—uvaL-y:rmitj is defined
in Funk & Vagnalls Standard College Dic-
tignarv as "h variety of sardctone that
is flexihle in thin elabs ZF”fer
ltaccluni, a meuntain in ens'cmm Brazil/"
Tt is a vaxriety cf nmorous yollow sand-
stone belizvad to be the souree of “he
abundant riamonds gl the Micas Gzrots
distyrict in TGr=zil .I T frn ':_'?5{) e hogte-
koown eranpis of & Jlexille sandstane,

Tf a piece of itaenluniie onz foot long
and one-hall inch thici is supported at
itz ends, it will pradvally beud undsr
its owa weighty 1f 1% then is frrned
over, it will bend in the owpraite di-
roction.,  IF a place fifteen incheslong
end abtont gae-hall dinch thick i placed
on oa toklz, the center can e slouly
11ited a= much as one insh without
causing the ards to leave this table,

More techniecally, itacclumiie is a
gquartzose schist resultling from incon-
plete metamorphosis of sandstone to
guartuiio,

seme quartzites are products of a meta-
rorphosis whereby quarts cirystals in
sendetone are cemanted toftther by ciy-
eulatirr -seluilons containirgestlica. -
Tn mome sandstone this process does rot
add encush silica to each sand grain to
£111 the volds and lock the grains
firmly togather, Although the erains
cannet be sermarated, a slight movement
is permiticd between them. The presence
of muscovite (nica) in the sandstone
tends to incrzase its flexibllity in
slab form.

2

Wo practical use is known for this
bending rovk, However, it is very
interesting and a nice specimen always
provides a conversation place,

Bources:

Inuyelopaedia Britannlca
Funk & s allg SuaLnL:d
TJT.{:.'L_’.E?"_ i

Minzrals and Man, by Cornelius S,
*uxlbuu, Jr Handun House, MY, 1970

® #.% + ® %

m, Fote: Club Member BEob Randall has
a specimen of itacolumite. '

Collsge

APIDARY TIP

There is great danger in placing too
large a grinding wheel on a small diame-
ter spindle ox grinding arbor, Feople
heva besn known 4o mount a 12-inch
grinding whesl on a +-1inch or i-inch
soindle, and opevating it at a standard
srecd, The whecls have sonelines been
torn or bxokon cfFf high specd creating
a very dangoious rundi ticn.

At

coneidored to be safe

SRS
(B ]

Spindle sizes
urder most conditions
i

ad

9
12

20 2
The standard stond ueed s uswally 6,000
surface fect per nirnmte, It 1s best to
buy factory assembhled equipment or get
help from an expert mochinist I you
make your owr grinder,

----- spindle
spindle
spindle
spindle

¥ l-inch wheel =—inch
x d-inch wheal---3/4-inch
x l-inch whéeele--- l-inen
¢ 1-ineh wheocl--- Li-inch

vhen wet grindlng wheels are used, do
not let a wheel stand portially immersed
in water for a period of time, Ths
watsr-soaled poriion, being heavier, may
throw the wheel dangerously out of
holance., T1Ff a wheel has been subjected
to rough hzndiing in shipping, a crack
may develop, 50 in starting a new whe=l
in cperation, stand to. one side until
after full wheel speed has developed for
a few minutes. Do not rcmove the
washers cf blotting paper which are
placed at the factory as this compressi-
ble material is there for a good reason,
and not Just for locks. Uhen tightening
avhor (spindle) end nuts, do not use
more pressure than to hold the wheel
firnly,~~THE CYCAD, April, 1979

¥ OE W OH ¥ W

FOLISHING GEODES

'Then polishing geodes.or other material
with cavlities, dampened soap powder
packed into the cavity wlll prevant
grits or pblish from entering and
later it can be wached out easily
--From THE TENPLATE ‘via THZ ROCK

VEIN, May 1979
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