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DIGGIN'S FROM DAKOTQ

Published by : The Central Dakota Gem & Mineral Society
P.0O. BOX 2445, Bismarck, ND 58502-2445

In Association With:

ROCKY MOUNTAIN TEDERATION OF MINERALOGICAL SOCIETIES and
AMERICAN FEDERATION OF MINERALOGICAL SOCITHES

OBJECT: Organized: March, 1966

. To further the study of mineralogy and geology.

To arrange field trips to collect minerals, gems, and fossils.

To assist its members to improve in the art of cutting, polishing, and mounting gem materials;
To provide opportunities for the exchange, purchase, and exhibition of specimens and materials;
To share knowledge about gems, minerals, and activities of the Society with the general public.
— Article I, CDGMS Constitution

MEETINGS: First Sunday of each month at the Masonic Center, 1810 Schafer Street, Bismarck, ND
EARLY CLASS: One - half hour before each meeting.

ANNUAL DUES: Junior: $6.00, Single Membership - $10.00, Family Membership - $12.00

MEETING TIMES: 2:00 pm, from November - March and 7:00 pm, from April - Ociober

ISP

PRESIDENT: RUSS OLIGER, 13700 22nd Ave. SE, Menoken, N -T0-235-6440
VICE PRESIDENT: JIM NEVLAND, 419 W, Broadway, Bismarck, NI - 701-220-24 19
SFCRETARY: LENORA OPP, 3000 E. Rosser Ave., #8, Bismarclk, MDD - T01-255-3973
TREASURER: BAY OLIGER , 516 North 20th Strect, Bismarck, MUY - FO7-22 144000

COMMITTEE PERSOMNS

PROGRAM: Russ Oliger - 255-6440 and EARLY CLASS: John Atwood - 222-0389 and
Jim Meviand - 221-2415 Harald Brady - 623-3003
HOSPITALITY - LUNCH: Carol Hickle - 794-3342 & GREETER: (Any Volunteers?)
_ . Emm? Eraéd}-' - 6,?3535953539; Parlinmentarian: Gen Buresh - 663-5397
HOSPITAL - CARDS: aen Buresh - - -
e e : PUBLICITY: (Any Volunteers?)
NN . - F i —_—
FIELD TRIPS: Steve & Darlene Newstrom - 255-4675 STAMP CHAIRMAN: Doris Hickle - 794-3173

& Jchn Campbell - 223-6754
EDITOR: Jerry Nevland - 223-6900
ANNUAL SHOW: (1998) Rodney Hickla - 784-3342
Ray Oliger - 223-4986 & Harold Brady - B63-35803

DO COLINT: {Any Volunteers?)
LIBRARIAN: Agnes Berg - 442-5620
HISTORIAN: Betly Mautz - 337-5775

VISITORS AND GUESTS ARE ALWAYS WELCOME !
| RMEMS - STATE DIRECTOR FOR ND: Hay Oliger, 516 Morth 20th S5t., Bismarck, NI} TO1-223-4986

Al members are encouraged to submit arlicles/mews items {or publication. Malerial for the nawsletler
should reach the editor by the 10th of each menth, Adverisements from members will be accepled
for the newsletter, ($2.00 for 1/8 page) Permission is granted to reprint non-copynghted adiclaes if
proper cradit is given, The "Diggin's From Dakota” Nawsletler is published monthly.

Central Dakota Gem & Mineral Society’s
24th Annual
GEM & MINERAL SHOW
COMMUNITY CENTER — MANDAN, ND
Sept. 26 & 27, 1998

Chrm: Rodney Hickle, HC2, Box 191, Center, ND 58530
Phone — 701-794-3342
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MONTHLY MEETING UPDATE . . .
The monthly meeting of the C.D.&5.& M. 5. was
held on April 5, 1998 at the Masonic Center,
President Russ Oliger called the meeting to order.

The minutes from the February meeting were
approved as corrected. (The meeting for March
was canceled due to bad weather conditions.)
Treasurer, Ray Oliger, reported a balance on
hand of $96.07. Ray alse reported that due to
the many bills coming up, (Pest Office box rent,
capler repairs, rent for our menthly meetings) he
will have to borrow from the $500.00 in savings
that the club has.

The President anncunced that the next meeting
will be held an May 3, 1998, The early class will
begin at 6:30 PM and the regular meeting at 7:00.

Committees:

Fieldtrip: Steve Newstrom informed the members
of the scheduled trip te Seuth of Glendive, MT
to lock for fossils on May 9@, 1998, A sheet with
the directions and a map was available for anyone
interested in going. (Editor's Mote: A copy of the
map is included in this edition of the Mewsletter.)

Hospitality: Caral Hickle told the members that
the servers for next time will be Mel and Agnes
Berg, One more person is needed to help serve
in May. Volunteers are needed to sign up to
serve for the rest of the year. Please contact
Carol Hickle to sign up.The lunch for the April 5
meeting was served by Jerry & Melody Nevland.

Show Chairman: Rodney Hickle told the
members that he has eight dealers signed up for
our shoew and has signed a contract with the
Mandan Community Center. The rental agreement
price will remain the same as 1997, Rodney
Hickle sald he is short a few show cases and asks
that wheever has them to return them,

A Moment of silence was cbserved In memory of
two club members that hod possed away —
Ralph Hickle and Vernie Peterson.

Deorcount: There were 30 adults ond four
juniors present. The junior deorprize was won by
Muriah Nevland and the adult doorprize was won
by Walt Weisenburger.

President Russ Oliger told the members that the
club is in need of doorprizes to give out at the
meetings and would appreciate any donations.

The program that followed was the annual
“Silent Auction.” Russ Oliger explained the rules
and 20 - 30 minutes was the time given to
examine and bid on the specimens. The meeting
was adjourned and lunch was served,

Minutes by Secretary,
Langra oo
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Pwor micobers of the O 10 G NLS, have passed on this year,
They were at one lme very active with the Rock Club doring
their participation i Cluly activities, We will surely miss
them and their contributions (o the members of the Rock
Club. Oure condolences go out to the families of these two
individunls,

.,
| [‘}x

In Memory of

RALFI HICKLLE
February 18, 1904 — Febroary 24, 1998

A member of the CUDUCGLMS.

In Memory of

VERNIE PETERSON

Sepl. 20, 1906 — March 29, 1998

A Member of the CDUG&MS

PACKITIN!!— PACKIT OUT!!

Ponder on these statistics — If a Ranger
district receives 25, 000 wilderness
visitors a year, and each visitor leaves
behind one ounce of litter, that would
result in 15,625 pounds of abandoned
litter in ten years, Rangers say.

Put another way, if Rangers had to pack
it out at 50 pounds per trip, it would
take 313 trips to remove that litter.

In a time of slice-and-dice on Forest
Service budgets, that's not a good use
of Ranger's time.

It's a no-brainer — PACK IT IN,
PACK IT OUT !
From: calaky Ol (sfadoation Gaes,
4/98, (excerpts from Everett Herald
article by Sharon Wooten,
Outbound Editor.)
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oaruad LAUGH A LITTLE . . .
wJE L v “Life Begins At 90"

i E ,E,J B The first 90 years are the hardest, but, my, after
e i that, everyone wants to carry your suitcase, help
ﬁf you with the steps or into the car. If you forget
hi' anyone's name, forget to keep an appointment,

}fir"“/ spell words wrong, you only need explain,
111_5?4 “Why, Lam 201"
= f\.:' If your hair isn't quite right, your lipstick on a bit
= arooked, your wardrobe not coordinated, it is
it perfectly all right, because, my gracious, you are
~ @f" ,-.:) 30. At 90 years, you can relax with no misgivings,

for you have an alibi for everything., MNobody really
expects too much from you, It is a great deal

BIRTHSTONE better than being 75 or 80, for then everyone
RALD axpects you to retire, and hecpm& discml'ntentec!,
EME and maybe even crabby. But if you survive until
yau are 90, everyone is surprised you are alive,
FLOWER can have fun, walk, talk, and even remember who

you are. Why at 70 or 80 people get mad a you for
everything, but at 90, they fargive you for every-
thing. If you ask me, folks, LIFE REALLY BEGINS
AT 90. This little story is in the October, 1997
MWF Mewsletter., Editor Kitty Starbuck said she
found it on a bulletin board when she went to visit
a friend celebrating her 90th Birthday.
From: the Strate Pala, 10797 vio
"Moo Stone Unbarned™ o doe 1927

LILY OF THE VALLEY

MAY 2 - Leigh Johnson (1985)
4 - Deanna Wanner (1983)
4 - Jim Ellis
T -.Jim Nevland (1951}
9 - Gloria Wanner
10 - Allison Wanner
13 - Muriah Nevland (1986)
25 - Gene Larson
28 - Susan Simonson (1963)

A fellow went to a fortune-teller.
| "What are your rates?” He asked.
| "Three guestions for $25.00,” she said.
i "Gosh! Isn't that rather high?” He said.

WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES | “Maybe. "She said.

i "What is your third question?”

MAY 28: Doug & Jan Rhonemus M e wnen: "No Stone Dntoarned” OotfNoyv 1905
a [ ]
Kock of the Monzk: Halile

The crystals formed by Halite are cube -shaped —
and frequently have concave faces. They are DULL SLAB SAW BLADE ?
By: Dick Rathjen

called hopper crystals. Very rarely, halite occurs

as octahedral crystals. Other habits include After years of dealing with apparently inferior
blades in my slab saw, I found out that it was not

massive, granular, and cempact. In a compact

habit, the mineral is known as rock salt. It can the fault of the blade ot all. Years ago when we
be white, colorless, orange, yellow, reddish, blue, bought the slab saw, it was set up to run the blade
purple, and black. The streak, however, is at about 1175 rpm. I+ turns out fthat this was
consistently white. Halite is transparent to much too slow for the newer blades, I replaced the
translucent, and has a vitreous luster, drive pulleys so that the blade is now turning at
FORMATIOM: This is a evaporite mineral, formed 3450 rpm. The saw now cuts through even the
by precipitation, as the water is a salt lake or toughest agate with no trouble at all, If you have
lagoon dries out. Halite is associated with ether been having trouble keeping your slab saw blade
evaporite minerals, such as sylvite, gypsum, cutting properly, check the speed of the blade and
dolomite, and anhydrite, run it according to the manufacturer's suggested
recommendations, It makes a big difference.

Pand af the Wanck: Folialed : ) ) iRy ;
; : . : From: Sroney STATEMER 5, /78 via
Laminated, parallel orientation or segregation of T-Town HOCKHOUMD, 12/97
different minerals.




e e e = s aa (=l WAl 1

vorume 33 wo. 4 "DIGGINS' F;JM D;‘{\K(J f}s“ April, 1998 FACE 3
?Wﬁmmﬁmj INIRRERERRRREY T

f THE INVISIBLE ROCK

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDEHT ! Although the "Silent Auction" held April 5, 1998

1) I} at the monthly Central Dakota Gem & Mineral
Hi again, s‘i".,v‘d-;— | Society was an apparent SUGCESS, it:'na membra:
Spring has sprung and many of us are starting to x_r_éh‘t;.; ¢ L:Ill::ﬂan:-::;r ;Zt:r?ﬁ:: :re]edn:::ia ;:mn Bam 2 prot
think “fieldtrip.” Our first club field trip of the Lﬂ*- «f-i- # Nevland brought an “invisible” rock to sell at
year is coming up fast. We'll be going out after ) 'i_lit l ihe auction. He described it as very rare and
fossils and agates and anything else we can find s{ 1 |§ although his minimum bid was one penny and
araund &lendive, Meontana, on May 9 1998 I hg.pg _ﬁ .}I'- | his minimum raise was one penny, it soon
there will be a good turnout of C.D.&6.M.S. Members 4&-‘}.*{{ grabbed some attention and a bidding war
Our silent aucti S + . | % escalated. The bidding was fierce and after the
n fan. W pretty go Bheiinl 4 | |J dust settled, Harold Brady was the proud
there were more sellers than buyers. I brought W {J ( owner of the invisible rock. He poured invisible
maore home than I teok in ond there was a lot of y L:_r water over the invisible rock to check for
good material, some equipment, and other lapidary ‘ul;j'xjf quality and clarity and after realizing what a
supplies and findings on the auction tables. i .af] great purchase he had made, he asked Zach
The next meeting is scheduled for May 3, 1998, N far an In1_.r|5|hle bag wﬂh which to carry his prize
with luck we'll be able to get State Paleontologist : | e e OMEgEd amzl BEaGUcai ah
: \ invisible bag and happily gave it to Harold. Who
John Hegansen te attend the meeting to give us | says a dime doesn't buy anything any longer.
updates on all the digs he is working on. He always b :} CTLENT AUCTION
gives an excellent and educational presentation. _J,'r.,-'L{ f{l oy T :
See you at the meeting, NAME ZM( ':u' mJ
s : SPECTMEN f'-”W 15 Ht’
] ]
ROCK — OL — 06Y Lorallon
From: Pebble Trails, April, 1998 - Bob Jimenez, Editor
Editors Mote: In one of the past issues, I talked '||{
about Rock-ol-ogy and some of the effects it has
on rockhounds. In the Maplewood News from the
“Maplewood Rock, Gem and Community Club”  (via |[I|
the Internet and the Skagit News) comes some i \;‘ %
more little tidbits about rockhounds. As the old | v | ’Hﬂ\
saying goes, "If the shoe fits, wear it." Jlli:llr-."::l gl
bt
1, You dig all day in the boiling sun, pack a few |:ﬁ| |
buckets of rocks home, and when the day is done, ":: Wy
you insist you had fun. "Il.::'.'.',
2. You go to a romantic resort with your husband :',I.H::I'.:,
and the first thing you do upon entering the hotel :u'll;':',,'n'
room is to open the phone book to see the listings | ')} E:Il.:ll:
for "Rock Shops.” :]f;.‘:_[_:_:_'“u:
3. You move bushes in your yard to make room for K(..'r.‘]'.ﬁl i
mere rocks, ]J(,:t" wo . P
4, You purchase an extra airline seat far that box r:'a*,f th)'».
of rocks you acquired. " 14 .
5. You talk to your rocks more than you do to ";*IL"F
your spouse. e
6. You are at a nude resort and the only place you
look is at the ground for rocks.
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SPOKAME BAR SAPPHIRE FIELD TRIP OKANAGAN OPAL TRIP — 1997
By: Steve & Darlene Newstrom By: Duane A. Robey
C.D.G. & M.5. Field Trip Chairpersons

In June, my wife, Ledores, and our daughier,
A field trip has been arranged for June 26 - 29,
1998 to Helena, Montana to mine sapphires.
Sapphires in every color may be found here.
Sapphires from .5 carat to 10 carats are fairly
common and the largest found is 155 carats.
Other stones of interest that may be found here are
moss agates, petrified wood, gold, hematite, fossils,

Jennifer, went to a Heta Sigma Phi convention

of Tour stales al Lewiston, ldale, During those
three days, Bub Williams, my son-in-law, and

I, thie arice, planned aod prepared a trip o Vernon,
Hritish Columbia and the (Ykanagan Opal Mine.
b a Thursday morning Bob and 1 left Twin Falls,
Lldalio, and drove Lo Seap Lake, Washington,

and jasper (kind of sounds like the Cannonball where we stayed overnight with my son, Dana,
River). Free dry camping is available at the mine. Dana, not having (o be at the hospital G the next
The price to mine sapphires is $36.25 per person day, the three of us dined at the local supper
per day or §52.50 a day per couple, cluly and enjoyed cach other’s company.
Recommended tools to bring include: a screw- The next morning, we again drove northward,
driver, whisk breom, tweezers, gloves, garden first through basaltic rock formations that formed
trowel, dust pan, and a large pick and shovel. through the last 30 million years, At this time
DON'T FORGET YOUR ROCK PICK | ] N al the year, the slopes were in bloom with wild

roses and Howering dogwood bushes, The basaliic
rocks began to selten in appearance and orchards
bepan to increase in number as we drove toward

Sapphires and gold may be found in low spots
and the last three feet of gravel, just above the
bedrock. After loosening the gravel, you screen the
material in a shaker. Throw out the larger rocks
and sift the sand. The remaining pea gravel will fill
your 5 gallon buckets. Be sure to clean your
bedrock with a whiskbroom and scoop. For this a
simail piybar and screwdiiver msy be usefui i
loosening the pockets of gravel and sapphires
lodged in the bed rock. Sapphires and gold can
rarely be seen until the gravel is washed and
concentrated.

The phone number for the mine is: 406-227-
BOED or BOO-GET GEMS. The address is: Russ &
Deb Thempson, 5360 Castles Drive, Helena, MT
59602, The hours of the operation are 9:00 AM to
5:00 PM, 7 days a week, If you would like to
extend or amend yeur trip, you may want to
contact the mine directly, and make arrangements,

the Canadizan horder.
Afier passing throagh American and Canadian

Clostoms, we drove in the Okanegan (dilferent
apelling) River Valley, a most beautiful drive that |
secornnend hiphly to anyone, The river, the
lakes, and the high monntaing were seen all the way
Lo Yernon,

The mine is located some 5000 Feet above sca
level andd in deep Forest. The second day, driviog
up the divt and rocky Forest road and rounding
a bemd, woe came upon a baby black hear with a
cinmamon-colored eoat. 1 was a roumd, roly-poly,
lintle Ball of fur. Just like a stafMed oy, We stayed
i the car as MaMa bear was oot Tar away even il we
could net see her, The eub ran from the road and
into a sprioce thicker.

The mine lies doa high mountain mcedow,
Our collecting arca was in the tailings pile. The

workers cannot get all the opal, They go alier
AMMONITE LDEH:TDN the st obw 'rnlli apals willllllu: rtﬂu{lliliat which is
By: Duane A, Robey

Go south out of Malta, Montana to a ghost
town of Sun Prairie. Then go an additional three
miles (approximate), then fturn left (east) and
travel another three miles. At this point should
be in the area where Ammonites of large size are
found. It is near the boat landing of Fort Peck
Lake., Distance from Malta is sixty plus miles,
Roads are of gravel and dirt surface. You need
to go during a dry period, This location was

described to me by Dr. Cornatzer.

hreaking the larger picees of rock, many smaller
opals are missed. They n.a"_f do ol wanl o

Lothier with that part of mining. (looking for the

saaller, leas defined apals) The mine is open to
colleetors cach Uridlay, Saturday, and Sunday
through the SBummer months, Your $30.00
(Cansdian exchange) T allows yaou Lo the Dirat Tive
pounds, Beyoml live pounds, there will be a
cosl of $3.50 per pouwnd.

The first two days of opal hunting were subject
to frequent showers, We wore raincoats most of
the time and washed promising rock samples
from a buekel of water to remove the muod. Tt
haad Been raining the past two weeks. The miners

stated that this was very unusual. Bab and |

The editor of Diggin's Newsletter gives a rip o' the ha i : J o
Foriinad 1w HchlHIIdIHH | L RS al "l'yﬁtdl upul. f]:ll.‘.

anmd a fearey thank you to Duane Robey for submitting
these interesting articles for publication. Anyone else
out there have an article for the Newsletter?

Fieat w3 red-grecn opal, The seeond a blue-

precnered opal, Hoth were aice, elean apecimens,
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FOOD FOR THOUGHT
from the voice of Health via Glacial Drifter 5 & 6/96

FOSSIL FIELD
TRIP

ST N e
CALENIVR AN TN

BAEET AT MCTHINALLS
PARKIMG LOFT N GLEMBIVE
AT A0 AR BOLRTAIN TINE
W WL DEPART FIGRL

Your True Age...YOU are as young as your faith,

as old as your DOUBT, as young as your CONFI-
DENCE, as old as your FELAR, as young as your

BACTHOIMALLS AT 943 AMD
CARAVAR T TTE
COLLECTIMG AREA SOUTH OF

HOPE, as old as your DESPAIR. GLENDIVE AS INDWCATEDON L~ O
In the central part of every heart there is a record- THEMAP. IFANVONEIS ) (ST
ing chamber; so long as il receives messages of beauty, laj I.nl.'lrl-ljli -J|Ii.:|5|-:u|Jn':-.tnlt.-u-' ' i o &lendilz
hope, cheer, and courage, we arc YOUNG. When SHOULD GEE YOU TO WHERE 7
) . . WE WILL B THE FOSsies i
the wires are all down and your heart is covered with WE TLAVE [EEN FINIING [N .
= Sgaat T F 11 5 THIS ARLEA AL AMMOMNITES,
snows of pessimism and the ice of cynicism, then et ot
and only then have you grown OLID! PELECYPODS (CLARS)
SEE YOU THERE!N -
-, P S
\\(._-"I ‘_-;,'{w'."?‘lu o ]
é'l t‘"?[-'- ‘5"’11". 3 -\\m :y%
[ —— _ﬂ\“_-,
THE OLD FASHIONED WAY . . . "!‘ |\,
1 i 5
In 1895, a young Indian named Simon Patino - o ! SIS TN
was working as a clerk In & stere In Cochabamba, 2| v < - Sy
Bolivia. The owner of the store sent him to Rl I =N
collect a big bill from a Portuguese miner at a 9 ¢ l H.w”r
tin mine high in the mountains. The miner LA 1:',~,-
couldn't pay the bill, but he didn't want to see ¢ '].3- I : :
the clerk lose his job, so he deeded the mine to b 3 +
the store owner. T g §
The store owner was furious. He owed the =
clerk two months pay, so he deeded the near- ,I = .E‘
worthless mine to the clerk for his two months . .
salary and fired him. T S || Hvizon e
Unable to find another job, Simon and his ¢ Proric ol
young wife went to work the mine. They i )
crushed and milled the low grade ore by hand Y
and sold it for barely enough money to live on. - e,
At times when his wife was pregnant and un- é' W ‘\?
able to help in the mine, it was especially - A '\
rough. Then one day, when Simon was working ) " \\*:
in the mine, he struck a very rich vein of : . T3 =
Cassiterite, the ore of tin. A geologist from a b y -f T/ ﬂ_\‘\\ Lo, b
mining company offered him a million dollars MlaE e -—,_""’J"I
for the mine, but his wife didn’t think he should - & 'i‘ﬁ ST
sell it, so he continued working the mine. He & < /L
hired a dozen Indians to help work the mine, ?,U 0 os
and as the tremendous size of the tin deposit ; £ I';._'
became evident, he hired more. Eventually he oo )
had over two thousand Indians working the b WA I Tfr
mine and he began to buy other mines. I RO Jﬂ a I[ J' '
When Simon Patino and his family left Bolivia 0 + o r’“f’llln'lﬁ'f‘-' ineg
to see the world in 1920, he had a fortune of ' f[;'} . o \A
about $5,000,000 and was the richest man In ) ,|" { f, L R
South America and one of the richest men in - £ ’
the world., From: Chaparral Challer, 3798 I{
N -
_f -Lﬁ. 'L'
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14. Hematite
15. Herkimer

Exdainaind

16. Kunzite

17, Lapis Lazuli

18. Malachite

14, Malachite!
Azurite

0. Malachite!
Chiysooolla

1. Moonstone

22, Dhsidian

23, Quarkz elear)

24. Rose Cluartz

25, Smaoky Quartz

26, Sodalite

27, Topaz

28, Green
Tourmaline

29, Rhadochrosite

HEALING
PHYSICAL HEALING

Hoadaches, blood diserders, horns,
hemorrhages, flamnation &
Iysterla.

A anergy boostar. Whon placed
bebwaan e Chakiras, anergy =
allawad 1o How Trealy,

Opens Heal Chakra. Balances the
cardia-vascular ystem, Blood
dlsondars,

Thraal inflammation, esophaius,
laryig, o inflammations i the
atlaz, upper bronchial passages.
Should bo worn by thyrold glaned.

Pramotes sleep, strangthens eye,
head, kidneys, pancreas, stonach,
eases wloers. Increasas felility,
rellivis cramps.

Penetratos through negative mental
states |dopressionanxiely] Lo
Initiate an intuitlve expelienca.

Wihar Ihls stone Is placed over an
Ikral aneed area, i londs its

sense of peace & wellness 1o

thir Taocly,

Food digestion, feminine disorders.

Aldorminal Chakra 15 opaned.

Femuale Slone, Uloars.

Balancas stomach & Intustinal racl.

Masculine gualitlies are steenglhenod,

Allgvialos cmollonal extramos,
enlances hoallng, Amplifies
crystalline proporfies of The
Loy, Stinmlatos all Ghakras,

Promates skin rejuvenation, Heart,
kielreys, liver, & lungs.

Fedility increases, Eases haart
disease. Asslmilallon of preten
mcreasas. Physical eonoigy,

Ellrninates gquilt & Foars. Iremer cone.
flic bubwesn the consclons &
subconscious mind is easad,

Roelaxes tenslon In the body.
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IT'S SCARY!!--- IT'S CRITICAL!!
FrROM: MWF NEWSLETTER
wia: Ol NUIGGE T, MO, 1997
The following was handed out by Dean Stone, MWF
Envirenmental/Legislation Chair . . . received from
Marion Zenker, Legislative Coordinater . . .
RE: ALAA SUPPORT AND LEGISLATIVE EFFORTS

Amateur fossil and mineral collectors, it you are tired
of the fight to preserve your rights to collect on fed-
eral public lands, and think that your hobby is safe
from government intervention so long as you collect
on only private land, YOU ARE WRONG. If Federal
Land Managers succeed in getting either regulation or
legislation past public scrutiny that makes the collect-
ing of fossils and minerals on all public lands illegal,
your private collections will be fodder for investigation
and confiscation unless you have absolute documen-
tation as to when and where sach piece you possess
was collected and by whom. The laws now in place
for asset seizure and forfeiture are open to use and
abuse by any Federal Agency and believe me they will
be used. All it will take for you to be under suspicion
is if anyone, anywhere covets anything in your
collection for any reason or simply because someone
dislikes you and suggests that you should be
investigated, !t is essental that vour richt to collect
on public lands is preserved by stature or you will
quickly lose the right to collect anywhere, In addition,
any small rockshop across the country can easily be
shut doewn and their assets seized for the same
reasons as private collections can be seized.

There are three necessary activities in which every
rockhound whether primarily a fossil or a mineral
collector must be prepared to participate at the
individual and at club level if we are to preserve the
right to collect fossils and minerals on public and
private land without some type of state andfor natienal
registration or permitting system, Those three
elements are as follows:

1. Seltle the question once and for all about whether
501 -[c¢){3) clubs and association can cantribute to the
ALAA in substantial amounts - THEY CAN, and the
guidelines are available to anyone who has questions
from the officers of the ALAA; AND BEGIN VOTING
FOR AND SENDING THOSE CONTRIBUTIONS IMME-
DIATELY AND CONSISTENTLY UNTIL WE WIN THIS
RIGHT LEGISLATIVELY.

2. Each individual member and each club officer must
write to their elected U5, Representative and Senator
immediately and urge them to work for the
introduction of The Fossil Preservation Act into the
House and the Senate now and then become

3. Onoce this legislation is introduced - 1T 1S
AGAIN NECESSARY THAT EACH INDIVIDUAL
AMATEUR COLLECTOR IMMEDIATELY WRITE TO
THEIR MEMBERS OF CONGRESS AGAIN WITH
THE NUMBER OF THE BILL AND REQUEST
THEIR SPONSONSHIP, IT 1S ALSO ESSENTIAL
THAT EACH CLUB ORGANIZE THAT EFFORT TO
HAVE EVERY CLUB MEMBER AND THE MEM-
BERS OF THEIR FAMILIES AND THEIR FRIEMNDS
WRITE AS SOO0N AS THE BILL 1S INTRODUCED.
The members of the House who sign on as a
sponsor of our bill in the last session of Congress
felt strongly that the support we promised them
from the grassroots collectors and clubs across
the country was very spolly and almost non-
existent in many areas of the country. We cannot
afford any perception that the people whose
rights we are working to protect with this
legislation do not support it with their calls, faxes,
and letters.

In closing, let me say that there is much work
that must be done before Congress reconvenas in
January it we are to have any opportunity to see
this bill introduced and moved during this session
of Congress. That work cannot be done unless
there is a tremendous increase in the paid
membership and the financial support from Rock
Clubs of the ALAA IMMEDIATELY. It costs money
to send mailings, make tapes, copy information
and send someone to DC to speak for us.

From: THE &1 NUGEET, NOV/I9%7F

SPONSors, {continued » = =)
Do vou konow why grown-ups are alwiys ashing little
Kids what they want to be when they prow up? 1t

because they re looking for ideas, — sulhor Unkoown

FACH CLUL - EACH YEAR - ONE ROCKTIOUND
AFMS NEWSLETTER. 61497
by: Margaret Pearson, Chair.

The AFMS recognition program, Each Club -
Each Year - One Rockhound, is a continuous
program in which gach club is allowed to
recognize one member each year for their
outstanding work as rockhounds. Nominations
can be submitted at any time during the year.
There is no deadline date, Also, no waiting to
see your neminee recognized. Mominations will
be submilied for publication throughout the
PLETS

The AFMS Committee makes no distinction as
to who is recognized and who is not. ALL
names submitled for recognition will be
published in the AFMS Mewsletter, The only
restrictions that each ¢lub may submit enly one
nomination per year, For this program, married
couples are considered “one”. IF a club submits |
a second nomination within a year, that nomina- |
tion will be held and published the next year, [
| Reasons for the nomination should be kept
short and simple. Please tell us the name of the |
cluby, city and state where located, and the
individual sending the information.

Maominations should be sent to your Federation
representative, (MWF — Nellie Claxton, 1001
Wilshire Dr., Mt Vernon, IL 61102
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