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Central Dakota Gem and Mindral Society
Mrs. Blossomas Campbell, Editor

1134 Horth 28th Street

Bismarck, North Dekeota 58501



AIM: 1.
2.
3.
k.
MZETINGS:
QrFICERS:

DIGGINS FLOE DAKOTA

CENTRAL DAFKOTA GElM & JINERAL SOCIETY

The study of Mineralogy and Geolopy.
Ty fa-tes fizld trips to collect minerals, gems and fossils.
Ths Secrovenent of its members in the art of cutting, polishing and
mowat i gem material.
To peovide opportunity for the exchange, purchase and exhibition of
specicicns and material.

First Sunday of each month in the Hospitality Room of Capitol
Elec!~ic Puilding on Highway 83, ncrth of Bismarck.

VISTTOLS ARE ALWAYS WELCOME!
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A1l contributicns for this bulletin should be meiled to the Editor, Mrs. Earle
Campbell, 11%% F. 20th Street, Rismarck, by the 15th of each month.

Other editors may reprint any ariicle from this Bulletin.

would be apnreciated.

A credit line

The Central Deknta Gem & Mineral Society is a member wof The Rocky Mountain
Federation of Minerslogical Scciecties and Tia dserican Focevation of
Mineralozical Sccievieu.



Some wise man said, "It's never too soon to
be kind for if you wait it will be too late."

Kindness is prevalent at Christmas time because

the Day commemorates kindness and charity. Elation
marks the coming of a lfew Year, a new chance, and a
new hope, and brings with it a spirit of comrade-
ship toward all men.

Iet's resolve to wrap our packages of accomplish-
ment with ribbons of kindness at the time when
the thourht occurs. The spirit of Christmas will
keep that thourht constantly in our minds.

By Carlyle D, Onsrud
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YOUR PRESIDENT'S [MESSAGE

Cur new officers will be taking over their duties at the next meeting of our
society. Iy wish for them is that you will continue to give them the good cooperation
and help that has been very evident during the past year!!! For this cooperation and
help I say a heartfelt "Thank you!" . Hany good things happened only because each of
you helped willingly when asked --- You volunteered your services without being asked -
w~=you helped get things done for the pood of the Society, instead of for personul
gain., This has made our Bociety a much better orgainzation.

e are growing.. Ve are.learning. Ve will continue growing and learning only if
you continue your interest and help!!!!

Thank you all apain!.
Farle Campbell

o CALTEALAESE AT LA L AL 'I'.-.'UL-":",’.—’-L"L
1% rli'..'l:l'.-_. E R P e B 'rﬁ':

SALLY O'NETLL NEY EDITOR!!!****111! (Yipnee)

Sally O'Neill has praciously consented to talke the position of editor of "Dipgins
from Dalota" starting with the Jamuary issue. Sally's phone number is 663-3740.
Her address is 900 TFirst Avenue Northwest, llandan, I'. D. This is a new adventure for
S8ally so if she asks you for help, please accept the charre willingly. I know that
Sally will do a first rate job as editor but she will need your help and cooperation.
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ROLIING ROCK ROLLS ON!

The International Rolling Rocle which has been in our possession since last Aupgust has
continued its: journey across the international boundary.

Last September, Earle and I became acquainted with Charlie and Edie Green from Winni-
per, llanitoba. We met them at the Willisteon Rock & lineral Club Show. Vhen we told
them about the "Rolling Rock" they decided they would like to visit our club and take
the rock back with them, Just before Thankspiving Day they called us to say that they
were headed our way. The Greens spent that weekend in Bismarcl, making new friends,
swapping rocks, and enjoying themselves. They attended the- December meeting of our
Society and had a preat time. When they left they took the rock with them. The
Greens are members of the Winnipeg Roclk and liineral Club.
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ABOUT DOOR PRIZES

You say you have. never won a door prize? You wonder is your name will ever be drawn?
Take heart! You mipht still have a chance! In all the years that John and Cecelia
Dosch have been members (they were charicr wembers) Cecilia had never won a prize.
John had won several nice prizes but Cecilia — never! Then at the December meeting
it happened!! She won a lovely selenite crystal donated by Charlie and Edie Green.
So you see, you, too, have a chance.

Franlt Herr donateda fossil.fish which was won-bg.ﬁggtfhiraizl,_and a pen set vhich
was won by Joel Ramberg. - : o] '

I wonder if some day I might win one of those nice door prizes??7?7?7?77%
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LOSING AM EDITOR?
by June Zeitner

then I read that Ellis Courter, Editor of the lichigan Fineralogical Society
bulletin "The Conplomerate" was poing to resign, it reminded me that each year as high
as 1% of our clubs have to look for a new editor. In most cases this poses more of
a crisis to the club than if the president sheuld resign. WNot that the president isn't
important, but there is usually a qualified vice president ready to take over, and
there is usually not an eager new editor waiting in the wings,

New editors are selected three ways: by election, by appointment, or by a vol-
unteer, which is to say that anyone vho says he will take it is immediately elected
or appointed.

thy is a new editor so hard te find? For one thing, most editors have served
several years, and club members pet to identifying the bulletin with them and taking
the bulletin for pranted. The editor has to bhe an unusually dedicated club member,
has to have a real interest in and knowledge of all club activities, and has to be
ready to devote far more time to his job than most club officers de. He has to have
a sense of priority, and top priority has to be honoring deadlines. The editor has
to be observing, tactful and persussive. He has to be original enough to write sope
thing to fill spaces when promised stories don't appear. He has to have strength,
closet space and & sense of huw or. He should lmow how to type, though two fingers
will do, and he should lnow enough about spelling to know how to use lYebster's. He
needs a pood alarm clock, an understanding helpmate, and it helps if he has a broken
television and likes his meals cold.

If your club needs a new editor, try te make the job more attractive for him or
her, Be active bulletin helpers. See that the egquipment is good, that the budget
is adequate. Put the editor on your board and include him in all plans. And, last
‘but not least, treat that retiring editor so well that the future editor will think,
"Jgll, maybe in the end, it will all be worth it."
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HAPPINESS IS........(for a bulletin editor)
1. Vhen you are so swamped with articles from club members that you're forced to
hold some for next month's issue,
2. Uhen the ink flows amoothly and all your sheets print clearly.
3. Vhen you find an article just the right size to fill the remainder of the sheet;
L, Receiving exchange bulletins and the valuable information which they provide.

5. Finding one of your articles reprinted in another bulletin.

by Dan liikletz, Editor P.E.S3.A. Rock llews, via The Geode
via Tulip City Conglomerate

SAFETY TIP

If you are burned, you ﬁrubahly have been teld te rub butter on the burn. Don't.
It is now apgreed by most medical authorities that the burned area can be socaked
immediately in a container of cold water in which ice has been placed, or if you

have an ice cube, rub it over the area. Midwest Federation Newsletter
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DECELBER HEETING

Even though it was election time, there was a small turnout for our December meeting.
This was probably due to the Thanlsgiving Day wvacation.

The question of the sales tax we were told we had to pay from sales at the September
shows was brourht up apain. Our president, Earle Campbell, tried to explain it so
that all could understand, He finally supgpested that if any nembers wanted more in-
formation they should visit the tax departuent at the Capitol PBuilding and zet the
information they wanted from the young men there.

Tt was annonncod that brs. Owen (Sally) O'Heill had accepted the position of Editor
of our society's bulletin "Digpins from Dakota'. :

Guests were Charlie and Edie Green, Winnipepg, Hanitoba.

John Dosch made a motion that the societr pay Earle Campbell #12.48 for the plaque
which Earle had purchased and attached to the case of the Rolling Rock. The plaque
had the club rame and the date engraved on it. Fach club which has had the rock have
had & pleque with its name and date put on the case. '

Flection of officers for the cominr year was held. The officers are: Bill Puresh,
nresident; Duane Dobev, vice president; Stan Fairaizl, secretary; and Dick Berpentine,
trsasurar. '
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DECEERR. DIMWER SCRUMPTICUS

If anyone was counting calories, our annual Christmas dinner was not the place to be!
The ham was delicious, the salads tempting, the deserts, mouth-watering, the rolls
vere feather-lipht! There was enourh food so that one could have seconds - and even
thirds. : ‘
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The program for Jamnuary will be a slide Teature entitled "Rocks, Artifacts and Min-
erals". It is about rockhunting in Wyoming. lieeting time is January 5, 1975, 2:30.

e A Y eiefat ) A
DULS ARE DUE! DUES ARE DUE! DUES ARE DUE! DULS ARE DUE! DUES ARE DUE! DUES ARE: "
DUE! DUES ARE DUE! DUES ARE DUE! DUES ARE DUE! DUES ARE DUE! . DUES ARE DUE!
S A Rk L LY

WIt's the hand we clasp with an honest grasp...that gives us a hearty thrill...
It's the pood we pour inte &ther's lives...that comes back our.own.to fill...
It's .the dreps we drain from another's cup...that makes our own seem sweet...
And the hours we give to another's need...that makes our life complete.",.

from Hanhattan Newsletter via The
Tumbleweed, via Pick and Shovel
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HeAllen, Texas
Dec, 13, 1974

Dear Club Members,

'e arrived here three days ago and have been very busy with last minute prepa-
rations for our trip to Hexico. Ve leave tomorrow morning and will return to licAllen
January 12. There are twenty-four units (trailers, campers and motor homes) in our
caraven. A couple from Boise, Idaho, who were on tour with us to liexico thrze years
apo, are with us again. It was a surprise to meet them here and a pleasure to see
them apgain.

It is about two months -since we left home and have had a marvelous time so far,
Ye camped at Vheatland, Yyoming, the first nisht where we met a couple from the Billing
rock ¢lub. Ve had mace their acquaintance at tiie Billings rock shew last spring.
Small world! The following day we went to several rock shops in Vheatland.

Going through Colorado reminded us of our experience in the dust storm last year.
This time, though, the weather was hesubiful,

At Dixen, New Mexico, we went to the Narding mirne and did some rock hounding.
e went there on a chance that comeons would be there to let us in, since we couldn't
po there without permission. Luck was wita us zgain. About one half mile from the
mine, 2 caxr vas parked, so we stoinocd to ash for infermalicn and this man was waiting
to take a rock club group from Dspsnols io the pine. We rot his permiseion and
joined the sroup when they arrived a2 few miautss lzter. Ve found some iceland spar
and lepidolite and had a real nice time with the proup.

It was late afternoon when we rot to Superior City, Arizmona, but we managed to
pather two pallons of apache tears before dark. UWe camped right there on the mount-
ains that night. WNo one else stayed, so0 we were the only ones there. Got up early
the next morninr and picked up two more gallons. It rained during most of the night,
so I didn't sleep well. I was worried the roads would be slippery or the creek we
hed to cross flooded. Didn't seem to bother Ed any. WUe took a different road down
so had no difficulty getting back to the hiphway.

Seems it rains every time we are in Arizona, therefore we didn't go out looking
for rocks as mucli as would have liked to. Ue visited Ed's nephew and wife in liesa
and went to Salt River Canyon. Then on to the Petrified Torest,

\le spent several days at Lake Havasu. Saw London Bridge. Met some rock hounds
from Greensboro, Morth Careclina and went te a rock swap and field trip at Heedles,
California with them. We were locking for blue agate, a precious stone, but weren't
very successful. It had to be chiseled out of very hard rock. Ve also were to a
rock shew in Lake Havasu City.

In California we visited our daughter in Los Angeles and our son in Thousand
Oaks. Ve attended his wedding December & and left the day after. It is 1700 miles
from L. A. to here. It took us almost four days. It snowed and was windy poing
through Mew liexico and at El Paso. That made it seem like rood old North Dakota.

The weather in California was just heautiful all the while we were there. Sun-
shine and warm every day. It has been cool and c¢loudy here, but scon we should be
in a warmer climate,

Christmas we will be in leridn, Yucatan., UYish 211 of you could be there with
WS,
A very lMerry Christmas and Happy Mew Year to all.
8incerely,

Hatherine & Ed Muggli



DIGGINS FROi DAKOTA -5- December, 1974

POLISHING SHALL PINCES Oif A VIBRATING LAP - by Joe S. Anderson

Yhen one has several small pieces of rock to run on the flat vibrating lap it is
not always easy to do. They are so light that they tend to float in the slurry and
do not rrind properly., And they are hard to bumper so that they won't hit apainst
one another 25 they vibrate. A way to solve these problems is to cast several pieces
jnts one block, using a metal form and casting plaster. This way as much weipght as
needed can easily be appliad and it is easy to keep the mold from bumping other
things on the lap.

I use two-pound coffee cans, opened at both ends and cut in half, for the nolds,
Each hzlf of the can makes a separate mold and has a reinforced rim which is to be
the lower edpe. For proper grinding it is necessary to have thé rocks lower than the
rim of the mold. This is accomplished by cutting a round hele in 1/8" plywood
sliphtly smaller than the diameter of the mold (Fig. 2). In another piece of plywood,
cut a hole that is just big enough ©s let the mold slide through (Fig., 1). Join the
two pieces of weod with glue or sercwe. e moid will now fit inside the hole of
the upper piszce end rest on the edre cof the held in the lower piece.

Apply prease to all edres of tne pliwosd thet will come in contact with the
plaster. Place the piywowi on & nicce of rlass ond put the mold into the hole in the
plyvood. Place tha rocizs on tha piase inzide the meld, and then pour a thin mixturs
of the plarier arcund the rocks, meking sure they remain flat and in place. " This
could necesseitate puouring a thin layer and letting it set up a little begore filling
the mold to cover the rocls. If the resulting block is not heavy enough, weights
can be put into the plaster. .

When the lapping process is all done, chip put the plaster to release the rocks.
One caution needs %o be piven: don't put so many roclks into the meld that you have
no room to use a chipning tool to remove the nlaster. This is important, for other-
wise you nay chip your polished rocks in removing them form the plester. The casting
plaster washes off easily with water and a scrub brush. '

Article is a "Star Tip" frowm the Stars and Garnets, bulletin of the Hoscow
Star CGarnet Club, iov. 1974, via The Digrers, Potlatch, Idaho
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FIRE AGATE

Fire agate is a chalcedony that has been deposited in layers. The fire comes from a
thin coating of iridescent limonite deposited between the layers at the time of form-
ation. Usually there is a larpe amount of matrix on the specimen, so soak it in
water for at least ten minutes. This will help determine vhich area of Tire you want
to bring out. Choose a portion that has a solid layer of chalcedony over the dark
fire layer.

Fire arates aren't much to look at in the rough and are often passed by, but when
properly ground and polished it exhibits sparkling green and red fire. Trim the
sides and bottom, cutting the matrix away with a trim saw. Carsfully start grinding
on the sides to "the almost" shape you want using 120 grit. BE CAREFUL NOT TO OVER
HEAT THE STONE!!!

Mount the stone on a dop stick. Using 220 grit wheel, work on the top portion of
the apate toward the high crowm. As you rrind down the top and sides, watch for
fire. A stone can be ruined at this point; if it is ground too far and into the
limonite layer the fire can be lost. Dip the stone into clear water freguently and
examine it for fire. Pe very careful that you do not grind too close to the fire
layer.

Vet sanding can be used successfully, first on 220 grit paper and finish en 320 grit
paper. BE SURE YOU DO NOT OVEREEAT!! Cerium oxide, mixed with water to a thick
paste and applied to a felt wheel for polishing will give you the best results.

The four important points to remember are: 1. Choosing the area in the stone with
the chalcedony overlaying the limonite area. 2. Grinding carefully, leaving the
crown until last. 3. Not grinding into the limonite area. 4. WNot overheating the

stone. .
e from Jade Journal, via The Nishna

Valley Crindstone, via The Agaleer
e A e A A )
Two doctors were discussing brain research - The younper Doc asked "lhere do we get
the material for research?" To which the older Doc replied: "Docter brains are
worth about #50.00 per oz., lawyer brains about {#75.00 per oz., but a rockhound's
brains are worth {250.00 per oz." "But why are the roclkhound's brains so expensive?"
inquired the yound Doc. "Do you realize how many rockhounds it would take to get an
ounce of brains?" replied the older Doc.
Fobert Bird via Lakeland
Chips and Bits
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This is an indispensable item for all persons. For
vears people have been saying, "I'll do it as soon
as I can get a pound tuit". This item on the side
is a round tuit . Cut it out. Keep it handy and
you'll have no more trouble getting all those
extras done, for you finally have gotten a round
tuit.

*Pat. Pending by Chet Hackett Round Tuit Ce., from
Puget Sounder, via Rock Rollers, via S.E.I.S Club
Hews
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